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State of Indiana Emergency
Medical Services, part of the TN . - :
Indiana Department of Homeland ‘Th “ t : f— . h dod td £ Sieojaved at h
Securl.ty, -IS soundlng the alarm on 20§7m|:0§|(;e(§:oerl]’}ec’;lel’?]cléTlnnCA(i)r:llV ich is dedicated to pllepsy awareness, was displayea at the
a continuing drug trend that could

overdose, or potentially kill,

responders with minimal contact. J e nn | n g S C oOun t y 6 S
A persistent increase in opiqid Approach to Awareness

overdoes tied to the synthetic drug
carfentanil have been seen around
the country, prompting concern

for first responders.

It started while sitting around having coffee, according to Jennings
County Emergency Medical Services Director Dave Gerth.

Carfentanil, which is used as a The agency had ordered a new ambulance, and was expecting it to be
tranquilizing agent for elephants delivered soon. The Jennings County EMS staff, during a rare quiet

and other large mammals, is moment, were sitting and chatting about the new truck. Someone

10,000 times more potent than asked, AWhat will it |l ook |ike?0
morphine and 100 times more

potent than fentanyl. It is often iMaybe we should paint it pink, o0 ca

mixed in with other drugs such as 27-year veteran of the agency.
cocaine or crystal methd and

often drug users have no ideatheir | That i dea stuck in Gerthos head. He
drugs have been tainted. wives to cancer, and thought a colorful, eyecatching reminder might
hel put prevention into peopleds m

AWhen approachi ngigghs, §n9 ﬁs”te‘%‘i a lockl @réphics shop. And the breast cancer
never know where extreme danger | gqwareness ambulance was born, going into service in February 2008.

may lurk, so every precaution The Jennings County EMS vehllcle was popular, heading to numerous

mu st be taken, 0 said Dr. M1 c ha
. Continued on page 6
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Helping Hooslers Avoid Complacency on
Severe Weather

With so many warnings about severe important updates to avoid marks!!! Again, the more
weather being issued this time of becoming the emergency managers frequently exclamation marks are
year, it can be easy for some citizens who cried wolf. Here are a few used, the less impact they have,
to slip into a habit of not taking general tips to help maintain and and it can look like the sender is
them seriously. The Indiana build trust with the public when sensationalizing the message.
Department of Homeland Security sharing weather warnings:
(IDHS) encourages emergency 1 Be specific about the location(s)
managers and other public safety 1 Be careful not to exaggerate, and of the threat(s) that affect local
officials to help Hoosiers stay on be straightforward about the communities For example, if only
their toes when it comes to severe risks people might face. one part of the county is affected,
weather. _ _ say that.

1 As much as possible, explain the
Indiana has a history of destructive levels of risk, e.g. the difference  IDHS advises all county EMAS and
severe weather events during the between a tornado watch and a  other public safety professionals to
spring and summer months, and tornado warning and the encourage Hoosiers to avoid
there are plenty of recent examples Nati onal We at h e rcontplacency, stay idfermed and be
that many Hoosiers will recall. severe thunderstorm risk mindful of how the weather can
A few are widespread flooding in categories. affect their plans.
the summers of 2008 and 2015, the being prepared.
Henryville tornado in March 2012, f AVOID WRITING IN ALL CAPS _ .
and tornadoes in Kokomo and other BECAUSE IT LOOKS LIKE For more information on how to
areas in August 2016. These SHOUTING. If several warnings ~ prepare for severe weather, visit
examples can be a useful way to are in all caps, they lose impact Ge'gPrepared.ln.gov or follow the
remind people that the risks are real. and people can start to tune them Indiana Department of Homeland

out. Use all caps sparingly. Security on Twitter: @IDHS or

Officials need to carefully consider Facebook: IndianaDHS.
how they share warnings and 1 Avoid using multiple exclamation

.|
Low Head Dam Film Airing on Public Television

Available Online

ioOver, Under , Gone: The Killer i n Our Rivers, o a fil
and may be airing at various times throughout the state.

The film, most recently aired on March 23, focuses on the uses of low head dams and risks and
misconceptions associated with them. The 28 minute film originally aired in October of 2016, but was
re-released on WFYI in the Indianapolis network area in preparation for the upcoming recreation season.
WEFYI also plans to air the film multiple more times throughout the year.

ioOver, Under , Gone: The Kill er i n Our Ri verso was al
early March. The film can be viewed at http://www.wfyi.org/

programs/over -under-gone/television/over -under-gone-the-killer -in-our-rivers.

Partners for the film include WFYI TV, Indiana Department of Homeland Security, the Indiana Silver Jackets,
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis, Manchester
University and the U.S. Geological Survey, among others.

As a reminder, National Dam Safety Awareness Day is May 31, 2017. Indiana ranks 10th in the nation for
people who have died in low head dams, and the age range of dannelated deaths is between 9 and 56 years
of age.

For more information on National Dam Safety Awareness Day, visit https://www.fema.gov/dam -safety.
For more information on safety at Indiana low head dams, visit GetPrepared.in.gov.



http://www.wfyi.org/programs/over-under-gone/television/over-under-gone-the-killer-in-our-rivers
http://www.wfyi.org/programs/over-under-gone/television/over-under-gone-the-killer-in-our-rivers
https://www.fema.gov/dam-safety
http://www.in.gov/dhs/getprepared.htm
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Help Spread the Word about Amusement Ride Safety
In Indiana

With fairs and festivals in full
swing and more right around the
corner, the State Fire Marshal and [
State Emergency Medical Services g |
are asking emergency —
management and other public
safety professionals to help spread
the word about event safety.

1 Do not board a ride with visibly
broken parts, signs of improper
maintenance, or an inattentive
operator.

! Remain in the ride until it
comes to a complete stop at the
unloading point. If a ride stops
temporarily due to mechanical
failure or other reason, stay
seated and wait for an operator
to give further instructions.

The State Fire Marshal and State
EMS are part of Indiana
Department of Homeland Security
(IDHS).

For more information about ride
and other safety, go to
getprepared.in.gov.

State officials work with fair and
festival staff to inspect amusement
rides and help make this time of
year safe and fun for Hoosiers.

1 Read and follow all posted
safety rules and listen to
instructions given by ride

Any issues with a ride should be

State EMS oversees the thousands operators. addressed with the ride

of emergency medical responders ¢ Obey minimum height, age, management company or venue
and ambulance services that and weight restrictions. Never ~ OPerators first. If the issue remains
respond to accidents. sneak children onto rides that ~ Unresolved, call the IDHS Rides

Hotline at 1-888-203-5020 or

they are too small or too youn o
y young email rides@dhs.IN.gov.

for. A smaller or younger child
may not be physically or
developmentally able to stay
safely seated.

Here are a few important safety
tips your agency can share with the
public before they go to the fair and
enjoy the rides:

Inspections

IDHS performs two kinds of amusement ride inspections: annual and periodic.
All amusement rides are required to receive an annual safety inspection. They
are also subject to additional periodic inspections. Safety inspections include
verifying that the ride is properly set up and performing as designed. In 2016,
IDHS performed 912 amusement ride inspections.

If a ride passes inspection, it will receive a sticker that should be placed in view of the public. The sticker
will have the State Fire Marshal logo on it (top right), and the date it received its annual inspection. This
permit is valid for one year from the date listed.

IDHS strongly encourages anyone who encounters a ride without a valid permit sticker to call the IDHS
Rides Hotline at 1-888-203-5020 or email rides@dhs.IN.gov. This contact information can also be used
if a ride is being operated in an unsafe manner, or in the unfortunate case of an accident.



mailto:rides@dhs.IN.gov
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Indiana Fire Departments Assist in another
Successful FDIC

During the last week of April, demonstrations conducted by fire adadle st et roetet : S A

the 90t annual Fire Department rescue equipment companies.
I nstructordéds Conference (FDI C)

took place at the Indiana Various events outside of the
Convention Center, Lucas Oll classroom were also held to boost
Stadium and nearby training morale among attendees. These
facilities. A total of 33,979 events included the Courage and
firefighters from 58 countries Valor 5K Fun Run, 9/11 Memorial
attended. Stair Climb, Battle of the Bands,

Firefighter Throwdown and
AfCoordinati ng t h iFiefigetar Eombat challdnde. f i r

departments from Indiana and Support of the 9/11 Memorial Stair
across the country shows our Climb events provides assistance =
stateob6s dedi cat i tonhe suwivirg familiesahd c at i .
and progress of the firefighting co-workers of the 343 firefighters

community, 0 sai dw®tmade the URimateesacrifice on
Mar shal Ji m Gr ee SepremberilB 2001n the Courage

among the contributors to the and Valor 5K proceeds go to help
worl dés | argest bponsa the RayRowneygCourage
convention that Indiana is and Valor Medal and Award

fortunate t o hos presentedeach yearat FDIC.

Among the 150 class instructors,  The 2018 FDIC is set to occur April  Firefighters climbed the equivalent to 110

10 were from Indiana fire 23-28, 2018 with even more stories at Lucas Oil Stadium in memory of
departments. The classes covered attendees and exhibitors. For more tsgiﬁf‘l‘fefgifgggt’;ﬂf yhade (he ulimate
various subjects including meth information on FDIC, visit ’

lab fires and field amputations. www.FDIC.com.

FDIC also offered real time

A crowd formed to watch the opening ceremony of the 9/11 A firefighter carried an American flag during the memorial
Memorial Stair Climb. During the ceremony, aerial ladder fire climb.
trucks saluted the flag and the memory of fallen comrades.


http://events.firehero.org/FDIC
http://events.firehero.org/FDIC

